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Maoist incidents fewer in 2017, govt. data show

For the first time in more than a decade, in 2017 the incidents in left-wing extremism (LWE)
affected States remained below the 1,000 mark.

A senior official of the Union Home Ministry attributed the decline to “attrition of various level
cadres of Maoists” and the other to the possibility of Maoists “deliberately lying low.”

According to Home Ministry data, 851 incidents were reported till December 15 in 2017, compared
to 1016 incidents during the corresponding period last year. The total number of incidents in 2016
was 1048.

The violent incidents in the 10 LWE-affected States have always been above the 1,000 mark, with
2,258 the maximum number of incidents reported in 2009. The most incidents were reported from
Chhattisgarh (353) and Jharkhand (240).

‘Not attracting recruits’

K. Vijay Kumar, Senior Security Adviser, MHA said, “First of all, youths are no more enamoured to
join the Maoists which has led to the attrition in cadres at all levels. They are not getting even 50%
of the recruits they got earlier. The other reason could be strategic: to lie low.”

Mr. Kumar added that several instances of top Maoist leadership siphoning away with money and
running extortion rackets has also attributed to their decline.

“Nothing happened in a year’s time. In 2004 when all Maoist organisations merged, for two years
they planned many attacks. By 2010, maximum attrition took place and from there on there has
been a steady decline,” said Mr. Kumar.

The Border Security Force (BSF) deployed for anti-Maoist operations apart from the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) established base at four new locations in Odisha and Chattisgarh.
BSF established a camp at Kartanpalli in Malkangiri in Odisha and at Charre-Marre, Kanhargaon
and Jaal Top in Kanker district of Chattisgarh.

A senior Home Ministry official said the top Maoist leadership was ageing and many suffered from
ailments.

The recruitments were also at an all-time low as security forces had penetrated many territories in
the past decade.

The earlier reports of Muppala Lakshman Rao alias Ganapathi, the elusive head of the banned
CPI (Maoist) making way for his second-in-command and chief of the Central Military Commission
(CMC) Nambala Keshav Rao alias Basavraj were not found to be correct.
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Centre okays 14,400 bunkers for Jammu border dwellers

The Centre has given sanction for construction of over 14,400 underground bunkers at a cost of
Rs. 415.73 crore for safety of people living along the LoC and the International Border in the
Jammu division of the State. Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti, who is Minister-in-charge (Home),
said this in a written reply in the Assembly.PTI
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Behind the ‘enemy’ line: the borders of J&K

“Why do you want to visit our side of the Line of Control (LoC)?” a senior Pakistan army officer
asked me. My request to go on a field trip to Pakistan-occupied Kashmir with the Pakistan army
for research on ceasefire violations along the India-Pakistan border was still being reviewed by the
higher echelons of the Pakistan Army in Rawalpindi when this question was posed to me. He
wanted to know the source of my interest (or ‘angle’). I am not sure if he was convinced by my
reply about my hope that my research would contribute to bilateral peace, but an invitation came
through a few weeks later.

Murree was under a thick blanket of snow on a cold December morning at the headquarters of
General Officer Commanding of Pakistan Army’s 12 Division. There was a great deal of politeness
around, probably camouflaging the disquiet at having someone over from the ‘enemy’ country. For
an army that has been conditioned to view India as its existential enemy, this was to be expected.
The rest of the ‘field visit’ consisted of visits to Muzzaffarabad, the capital of PoK, and the
headquarters of 1-AK brigade which is deployed along the LoC facing Indian troops, the
headquarters of 2-AK Brigade in Rawalakot, and finally the General Headquarters in Rawalpindi.

While on our way to the Tatrinote-Chakan Da Bagh trading point from the Battal sector (which the
Pakistan Army calls a ‘hot’ area due to the frequent firing there) in the frontlines of Rawalakot, the
Brigadier of 2-AK insisted on taking a circuitous route. The faster road connection to the trading
point was right under the Indian posts and was under constant Indian firing. “It would be a pity if
you were to be shot by your country’s army,” the Brigadier said half-seriously looking up at what
the Pakistan Army calls India’s ‘Jungle Post’ in the foothills of the Pir Panjal mountain range.
Ducking ‘friendly fire’ while on ‘enemy territory’ seemed sensible.

Some days later, on December 25, a Special Forces Unit of the Indian army crossed the LoC in
the Poonch sector and killed three Pakistani soldiers avenging Indian casualties. The area of
operation was under 2-AK brigade, close to where the Brigadier had warned of possible ‘enemy
fire’.

On day three, we drove down to Rawalpindi from Rawalakot and entered what is normally off-
limits for most civilians, most certainly an Indian, the ‘sanctum sanctorum’ of the Pakistan Army, its
heavily guarded General Headquarters. I handed my passport at the main entrance and the
Pakistan visa in it read: “Not valid for restricted/prohibited area”. Nobody seemed to bother, not
when you are a guest of the Pakistan Army. The General Headquarters is an impressive world-
class campus, as are the security protocols and paraphernalia in and around it. I was ushered in to
have a private meeting with the Chief of General Staff (arguably the second most powerful officer
in the Pakistan Army) and his deputy. He seemed upbeat about the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor, the Pakistan Army’s ability to handle internal security challenges, and Pakistan’s return
to the regional geopolitical scheme of things.

Any visitor to either side of the LoC and the International Boundary (IB) in the Jammu-Sialkot
sector would be shocked by the destruction of lives and livelihoods both sides have suffered over
the years. With the rampant use of high calibre weapons such as mortars and even artillery in the
borders in Jammu and Kashmir, civilian casualties and the destruction of their habitats have risen
steadily. The narratives about death and destruction and how children cannot attend school due to
ceasefire violations are tragically similar on both sides of the border. On the Indian side, much of
this destruction is in the Jammu sector where villages fall in the range of high calibre Pakistani
weapons. Notably, there is far more border population on the Pakistani side than on the Indian
side which has over the years put the Pakistan Army under a lot of pressure from the local
population to control the firing. Unfortunately, this doesn’t seem to have put much pressure on
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New Delhi.

The one source of relief for the border population is the cross-LoC trade and transit that has
persisted despite the ceasefire violations. Despite being disrupted for short periods due to the
firing, it is eventually reinstated to the relief of the local Kashmiris on both sides.

Soldiers posted on both sides also live under the constant threat of enemy firing. A senior Border
Security Force officer once described this fear: “A man standing on duty at the post is always
under tremendous fear of being watched by the opposite side through a telescopic rife and of
being shot at any moment.” Being patriotic is one thing, dying avoidable deaths is another.

Pakistani military deployment on the LoC is thin compared to the Indian deployment along the
counterpart sectors. The Pakistani side has not erected border fences, has stationed fewer troops,
constructed fewer posts, and carries out very little patrolling along the zero line. In short, Indian
forces enjoy sheer physical dominance along the borders. This seems to have aided the ability of
the Indian forces to carry out occassional ‘surgical strikes’, both acknowledged or otherwise,
across the LoC. Thanks to its thinner presence on the borders and the asymmetric impact on its
border population, there seems to be greater enthusiasm in Pakistan for confidence-building
measures to reduce violations on the border. Pakistan, for instance, is keen to formalise the 2003
ceasefire agreement and to discuss other related confidence-building measures.

Not so surprisingly, officers posted on either side of the LoC and IB (in Jammu) are far more open
to suggestions of confidence-building measures than the political classes and civilian
bureaucracies in the respective capitals. Three suggestions which seem to have some traction on
both sides deserve mention. One sure way of reducing the destruction of civilian habitats is to
lower the calibre of the violations. To do so, the two sides could consider withdrawing heavy
artillery to 50 km behind the zero line. Two, the two Director-Generals of Military Operations, along
with their delegations, could consider holding regular meetings every six months. Data show that
every time the leaderships of the armed forces meet, ceasefire violations come down — albeit for
not too long. Three, establishing more flag meeting points between local commanders and
responding quickly to meeting requests could lead to better communication and reduced
misunderstandings resulting in fewer ceasefire violations. That the Indian side suffers fewer
casualties and lesser destruction of civilian habitats is no reason why we should avoid entering
into joint mechanisms to stabilise the borders in Jammu and Kashmir. Over 30 slain Indian
soldiers on the LoC and close to 900 ceasefire violations last year alone (note that each ceasefire
violation could be tens of thousands of shots ranging from personal weapons to heavy artillery)
should be reason enough for doing so.

Happymon Jacob is Associate Professor of Disarmament Studies, Centre for International Politics,
Organisation and Disarmament, School of International Studies, JNU
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The Gujarat result has held the mirror to both the BJP and the Congress and magnified their
weaknesses
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All Mac and iOS devices affected by Meltdown and Spectre chip flaw; will issue fix, says Apple

Apple's Mac and iOS devices are vulnerable to Spectre attacks through code that can run in web
browsers   | Photo Credit: AP

Apple Inc will release a patch for the Safari web browser on its iPhones, iPads and Macs within
days, it said on Thursday, after major chipmakers disclosed flaws that leave nearly every modern
computing device vulnerable to hackers.

On Wednesday, Alphabet Inc's Google and other security researchers disclosed two major chip
flaws, one called Meltdown affecting only Intel Corp chips and one called Spectre affecting nearly
all computer chips made in the last decade. The news sparked a sell-off in Intel's stock as
investors tried to gauge the costs to the chipmaker.

Computer chip ‘flaw’ sparks security debate

In a statement on its website, Apple said all Mac and iOS devices are affected by both Meltdown
and Spectre. But the most recent operating system updates for Mac computers, Apple TVs,
iPhones and iPads protect users against the Meltdown attack and do not slow down the devices, it
added, and Meltdown does not affect the Apple Watch.

Macs and iOS devices are vulnerable to Spectre attacks through code that can run in web
browsers. Apple said it would issue a patch to its Safari web browser for those devices “in the
coming days.”

Receive the best of The Hindu delivered to your inbox everyday!
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SlingStudio is a portable full-fledged wireless video production unit that simplifies recording and
live streaming of events

As many as 70 out of 100 BSE-listed companies using MS Cloud, says Maheswari
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Communal tensions worry govt.

Rajnath Singh  

Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh said on Saturday that there was a marginal increase in
communal incidents in the country. Desecration of religious places, cow slaughter and smuggling,
encroachment on land, religious processions and inflammatory comments were the main reasons
for communal tensions, he said and asked the police to deal with such problems effectively.

Mr. Singh was addressing the Directors-General of Police and Inspectors-General of Police of the
State and the Central police forces at the annual conference organised by the Intelligence Bureau
(IB) at the BSF Academy at Tekanpur in Madhya Pradesh.

Mr. Singh raised concerns over the misuse of social media and the Internet.

“Social media and Internet are increasingly being used to spread lies and rumours, to malign
famous personalities and provoke people by spreading inflammatory content. The police should
discuss and devise a way for effective monitoring and quick response to such messages,” he said.

The Minister said the Computer Emergency Response Team-India (CERT-IN) had recorded a
21% increase per year in incidents of cybercrime.

In the context of Jammu and Kashmir, Mr. Singh said that financing of separatists and militants
from across the border was a cause for concern.

Terror infra a concern

“Terror infrastructure in Pakistan continues to exist and the neighbouring country is leaving no
stone unturned to instigate the youths of Jammu and Kashmir against India. Pakistan’s
encouragement to the separatist anti-India sentiment in Jammu and Kashmir often leads to law
and order problems,” Mr. Singh said.

Highlighting the appointment of a Special Representative of the Centre for initiating dialogue in
Jammu and Kashmir, he said it was a matter of satisfaction that security forces had been
successful in tackling the situation in the State to a great extent.

The Home Minister said the violence perpetrated by Naxals had come down to a great extent, and
assured that the government would encourage the surrender policy for Naxals in the coming days.

Referring to the Northeast, Mr. Singh said insurgency had come down in the region, but camps
and hideouts of underground outfits in Myanmar were a matter of concern.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will attend the conference on Sunday, and address senior police
officers on Monday. The NDA government has been organising the conference outside the
national capital since it came to power in 2014. The previous ones were in Guwahati, Rann of
Kutch and Hyderabad.

Social media and Internet are increasingly being used to spread lies and rumours
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Give police its due

The Directors General of Police from all over the country have gathered for an annual conference
at Tekanpur (Gwalior) from January 6 to 8, 2018. The conference is attended, among others, by
the prime minister and home minister. No other PM has given so much time to police matters or
interacted with the police leaders of the country in the manner the present prime minister has
done. He attended the conclaves in Guwahati, Rann of Kutch and will now be participating in the
deliberations in Gwalior. Ironically, however, the government is yet to take any bold initiatives to
transform the colonial police structure of the country into a progressive, modern force sensitive to
the democratic aspirations of the people. The PM’s concept of having a SMART police remains a
pipe dream.

The failure to reinvent the police is to be attributed largely to the constitutional arrangement which
places the police and law and order in the “state list”. The founding fathers of the Constitution
could not visualise the tremendous changes that would take place in the coming decades,
particularly in the domain of internal security, necessitating a concurrent role for the Centre in
police and matters of law and order. It is high time that the constitutional arrangement is revisited.

This is, however, not to absolve the Union government of its responsibility in the matter. The
Police Act Drafting Committee, headed by Soli J. Sorabjee, had prepared a Model Police Act as
far back as 2006. It was expected that the UPA government would legislate on the subject and
that its initiative would be followed up by state governments, at least in those states where the
same party was in power. However, nothing of the kind happened and the Ministry of Home Affairs
is still fiddling with the Delhi Police Bill.

With the Centre not showing the expected interest and not giving any directions to the state
governments, the provincial satraps went berserk, passing laws legitimising the status quo or
issuing executive directions violating the letter and spirit of the Supreme Court’s directions of
September 22, 2006. More than a decade has passed but the states continue to drag their feet in
implementing the judicial directions. Monitoring by the SC has also cooled off and the case was
not even listed during the tenure of the two previous chief justices.

The result is utter confusion at the ground level. Earlier, we had one police act for the entire
country. Now we have a plethora of laws enacted by 17 state governments and different sets of
executive orders issued by the remaining state governments. The Centre continues to
procrastinate and has yet to approve a model police act. No wonder the internal security situation
continues to be grim and the police performance leaves much to be desired. The National Security
Strategy document of the US clearly states that “our strategy starts by recognising that our
strength and influence abroad begins with the steps we take at home” and that “what takes place
within our borders will determine our strength and influence beyond them”. Our policymakers have
yet to appreciate this simple truth. The steps which are absolutely essential to strengthen the
internal security apparatus of the country are not being taken and only cosmetic improvements are
made. The police, if it is to meet the expectations of the people, must be insulated from external
pressures. Only then will it be able to uphold the rule of law.

It is remarkable that the Indian Police Service (IPS), despite the constraints under which it
functions, has played a stellar role in the past. Andhra Pradesh was able to clear the Naxals in the
state thanks to its Greyhounds. The terrorist movement in Punjab was comprehensively defeated
in spite of the support it was getting all along from across the borders. The Tripura insurgency was
squashed. Terrorism in the Terai area of Uttar Pradesh (geographically larger than Punjab) was
stamped out in just about one year. And yet, the IPS was never given its due place of honour in
the government hierarchy. This has severely constrained the initiative of its officers and affected
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their performance.

There are about 24,000 police stations and outposts across the country. The total strength of the
state police is nearly 2.26 million. It is a formidable strength which covers the entire geographical
stretch of India. This force is today performing at hardly 45 per cent of its potential, mainly
because it is short of manpower, has poor infrastructure, and has no functional autonomy. Imagine
this force performing at 80 to 90 per cent of its capacity, which is not difficult to achieve. It would
make such a difference. People would feel safer and happier. The internal security problems —
the Maoist insurgency, Kashmir imbroglio, Northeast separatist movements, terrorist threats, etc
— would be contained and lose their sting.

Police duties are arduous in any country. However, they are perhaps the toughest in India. More
policemen die in the performance of their duties every year in the country than in all of Europe. It is
high time that policepersons are recognised for the enormously difficult and hazardous duties they
have to perform.

All services perform important functions. However, it must be recognised that without the police
ensuring good law and order in the country, the other services would find it difficult to operate. We
are proud of the fact that India is among the fastest growing economies in the world, but the
economic superstructure could collapse if the law enforcement apparatus does not rise to the
occasion in the face of a challenge, as happened in Haryana where the reservationists inflicted
more damage than what the combined forces of Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammad could
have done. The democratic structure may also crumble one day if the policeman has to salute the
criminal politician instead of putting him behind the bars. The stakes are too high. The police must
get its due and must be enabled to perform its mandated functions.
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Two borders, two disputes

The two major disputed borders India has are with China and Pakistan. With Pakistan, the
disputed border falls in Jammu and Kashmir, a legacy of the 1948 war. When India and Pakistan
agreed to a ceasefire on January 1, 1949, the two sides agreed to a ceasefire line (CFL). This line
was not just marked on a map but was also agreed upon by the two sides on the ground with a
joint survey by the two armies. The CFL, with minor variations, was converted into the Line of
Control (LoC) during the Simla Agreement, following India’s victory in the 1971 Bangladesh War.
Agreed upon both on the ground and on the map, the new nomenclature was meant to show that
J&K was a bilateral dispute and some kind of final answer for the Kashmir problem would be found
around the LoC.

The LoC was, by and large, peaceful for nearly two decades thereafter but degenerated into an
active shooting match between the two armies, following the deterioration of the internal security
situation in Kashmir that owed much to Pakistani intervention. Kargil and the following years saw a
peak in hostile activity between the two sides on the LoC, with soldiers and civilians on both sides
losing limbs and lives as a result of unrestrained heavy firing. Things became peaceful with the
ceasefire of 2003 but by late 2015, the LoC started heating up again. Last year was particularly
bad: India recorded 860 ceasefire violations and lost 32 soldiers on the LoC.

In contrast is the Line of Actual Control (LAC) with China. India and China couldn’t agree on
international borders and after the 1962 Sino-India conflict, China was able to assert its control
over disputed territories, particularly in Ladakh. Thus came the concept of the LAC, mentioned in a
bilateral agreement of 1993. But the two sides have no agreement on the position and location of
the LAC; in fact, they don’t even agree upon its total length. India says it is 3,400-km long while
China believes it to be just half of that. Even then, the last shot that was fired in anger was on the
Nathu la border in 1967, more than 50 years ago. In October 1975, an Assam Rifles patrol was
ambushed and killed at Tulung La. Besides clashes between patrols, India and China have had
tense border standoffs since — Sumdorong Chu valley in 1987, Depsang in 2013, Chumar in 2014
and Doklam in 2017. How is it that an unreconciled LAC doesn’t see a shot fired in anger while a
fully demarcated LoC sees thousands of rounds and shells fired by each side?

Military commanders say that even though there is no agreement on the LAC, both sides
understand and clearly agree on either side’s perception for 95 per cent of the LAC. Then come
the mechanisms for border management between India and China, which are well defined and
formalised. For example in 2015, there were more than 50 border personnel meetings between
India and China in the Ladakh sector alone, including six to eight ceremonial meetings, which are
attended even by the family members of the military personnel. Moreover, there is a lot that
happens quietly on the LAC where military commanders at various levels can have unscheduled
meetings once a week — a former army commander gave me this piece of information. There is
more engagement in terms of visits of military delegations to either country and participation by
military contingents in humanitarian assistance and disaster relief training exercises.

While these factors do make a difference, the underlying cause for the difference in behaviour
between the two borders lies elsewhere: The atmosphere of active and deep-rooted hostility
towards Pakistan and its army. It is hard to be friendly to a country which has been behind multiple
acts of terrorism in India. Moreover, the cultural and historical portrayal of Pakistan as an enemy
has been reinforced by the current narrative espoused by the political leadership, some military
veterans and media warriors. This is now being internalised at the lowest levels of the army. When
a soldier sees his comrades dying in the Kashmir Valley because of militants being sent across
the LoC by Pakistan, he considers it his personal duty — mixed with the professional task — to
sort out the Pakistanis. Each incident stokes anger on either side, and an unending cycle of
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retributive violence is set in motion. The situation is similar on the Pakistani side, and there is no
incentive for either side to break this narrative of hatred.

Considering that both India and Pakistan are nuclear weapon states, the trigger-happy situation
between the two armies on the LoC is a potentially dangerous one. This mixing of the personal
with the professional for soldiers is not a healthy characteristic. An Indian patrol clashing with a
Chinese one on the LAC doesn’t look to “sort out” the Chinese soldiers. They look at the matter as
a border problem to be handled at the highest-level in the military, and follow the non-violent
protocol of a banner drill. That is how matters are resolved professionally between India and
China.

India and Pakistan need to reach the same state of professional dealings. That would need
reversing the prevalent narrative of enemy-country, bringing calm on the borders and ensuring
both armies are invested in peace. It is not an easy task but someone needs to make a beginning.
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We have to do our job: Army chief

Army chief General Bipin Rawat at a press conference on Friday ahead of Army Day.V.V.
Krishnan  

The Chief of the Army Staff, General Bipin Rawat, said here on Friday that it would be premature
to say the suspension of aid by the U.S. to Pakistan would tip the balance in favour of India.

“It would be premature to say that everything is going to be in our favour, and the U.S. will do our
job vis-à-vis Pakistan. We have to do our own job,” Gen. Rawat said at the annual press
conference ahead of Army Day, January 15.

Last week, the U.S. suspended all security assistance to Pakistan until it “takes decisive action
against groups, including the Afghan Taliban and the Haqqani Network”.

Ceasefire situation

Gen. Rawat said Pakistan did not want the situation along the Line of Control to escalate; so it was
calling for a ceasefire. “If a task is given to us, we cannot say we will not cross the border because
they [Pakistan] have nuclear weapons. We have to call their bluff,” he said.

Gen. Rawat called for a multi-pronged approach to deal with an assertive China, including
diplomatic and military efforts, besides partnerships with other countries in the region. “We
understand China is a powerful country, but we are not a weak nation … We are looking at the
whole of government approach which is — diplomatic and military — and partnering with other
countries … Diplomatic engagement with China is happening very well … Focus has to shift to the
northern borders, for too long we have focused on western borders,” he said.

He stressed the importance of the neighbourhood as part of efforts to build partnerships with like-
minded countries. “We are not getting into alliances, but we are seeking the support of the other
group of nations in the region so that we are not isolated against an assertive China … One
important aspect of it is our neighbourhood. We cannot let our neighbourhood drift away from us.”

At the same time, he said, the country should start preparing for the next kind of warfare which
would be cyber and information.

Pressure on border

Admitting that China was mounting pressure on the border, Gen. Rawat said India was prepared
to deal with any situation and troops had been earmarked.

He said China had been constructing roads for many years in North Doklam, which is caught in a
dispute between Bhutan and China. “With China, we have an agreement not to change status quo
... This was a change of status quo by bringing the road down, so we intervened.”

While temporary structures remained, there was a visible reduction in the number of troops
recently either because of the winter or China wanted to de-escalate. “They may come back here
after winter or somewhere else. Should they come again, we will see what to do,” he said.

Gen. Rawat said diplomatic efforts were under way and border demarcation talks were on
between Bhutan and China.
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Schools corrupted

On the radicalisation of the youth in Kashmir, Gen. Rawat said schools played a major part in the
situation, besides social media, and called for a major revamp of the education system.

“The grassroots problem is here. The education system in government schools in Jammu and
Kashmir has been corrupted. The teachers were also brought up in the same system,” the Army
chief said.

With the government imposing a cap of Rs. 10,000 a year on tuition fees for children of the
disabled soldiers and those killed in line of duty, the Army decided to set up schools, he said.
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An eye on the police

On December 5, 2017, Delhi High Court asked the Centre and Delhi government to finalise a
scheme for a Police Complaints Authority (PCA) for the national capital by January 2018. This
urgency is required because policymakers must be made to feel the pressure. While Delhi Police
routinely tops the charts in the number of complaints against police personnel, residents have
been denied an effective and independent body to respond to their complaints.

In 2006, the Supreme Court (SC) ordered all states and Union Territories to set up PCAs as one of
seven directives to usher in police accountability. A PCA is intended to be a free-standing,
absolutely independent adjudicator with diverse membership, intended to act as a remedy for the
public and a corrective mechanism for the police. In the court’s scheme, a PCA is envisaged as a
body to address complaints filed by the public against police officials in cases ranging from
custodial death, torture, illegal detention, and even land grabbing. Complaints authorities are to be
set up at both the state and district levels and their recommendations should be binding.

In 2012, the Delhi government with the approval of the Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA),
extended the mandate of the existing Public Grievances Commission (PGC) in the city to respond
to complaints against the police. At present, there are individuals who act “as the PCA” within the
PGC. This is in violation of the court’s directive and led to a petition being filed in the Delhi High
Court in 2015, seeking an independent specialised PCA.

Numerous factors must be taken into account to fix the mandate and jurisdiction of a PCA for
Delhi. There are standards in place, namely the SC’s directive on the PCAs and a memo issued
by the MHA directing the setting up of PCAs in the Union Territories. The MHA’s memo is in
violation of the court’s directive with several gaps impeding both the independence and potential
effectiveness of the agency.

Delhi police is among the largest police departments in the country with a 82,000-strong force. The
MHA’s memo sets up a single complaints authority for Delhi, presumably with jurisdiction over all
complaints and police ranks. But a single-window PCA for Delhi simply cannot work given the
scale of the metropolis and the volume of complaints against the police. These realities can best
be met by one PCA at the city-level to inquire into complaints against police officers of and above
the rank of deputy commissioner of police, and a complaints authority at each of the six ranges to
receive complaints against police officers of and below the rank of assistant commissioner of
police. At both levels, their mandates should cover both serious misconduct and lesser
misconduct, properly defined and delineated.

The MHA memo neglects to lay down a selection process to select the chair and members of the
PCA. This contravenes the court’s prescription of an independent selection panel to shortlist
candidates to avoid politicised appointments. The process has to be participatory and transparent
with an independent selection panel. The only way to move away from compromised selection is
to open up the process by advertising vacancies inviting applications from eligible candidates.

The memo is also silent on providing independent investigators for the PCA — this is needed to
keep the complaints authority at arm’s length from both the police and the government. The memo
dilutes the binding nature of the PCA’s final orders by empowering the administrator — in this
case, Delhi’s Lieutenant Governor — to overturn the PCA’s orders in the case of disagreement.
Allowing the administrator the leeway to reverse or amend its decisions, when he is also directly in
charge of the Delhi Police, dilutes the PCA’s efficiency and creates a de facto appeals body. If
Delhi’s policymakers are interested, there are lessons to be learnt by long-functioning complaints
authorities in Kerala and Tripura. Holding an inclusive public consultation with citizens of Delhi, on
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the PCA they want, would be important.
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Cyber threats outpacing abilities of governments, companies: WEF

As cases of data breach and online fraud fox the authorities in India and abroad, the World
Economic Forum (WEF) has warned that cybersecurity threats are outpacing the abilities of the
governments and companies to overpower them unless all stakeholders cooperate.

In a new report to be discussed in detail at its annual meeting in the Swiss ski resort town of
Davos by over 3,000 world leaders including from India, the Geneva-based WEF said working
collaboratively in the cybersecurity space is difficult and there is no “simple policy solution or silver
bullet here“.

The increasingly networked, digitised and connected world is vulnerable to cyber threats that can
only be addressed by the combined capabilities of the public and private sector, said the new
report prepared by the WEF in collaboration with the Boston Consulting Group (BCG).

The report, Cyber Resilience: Playbook for Public-Private Collaboration, seeks to facilitate
capacity-building, policies and processes necessary to support collaboration, safeguard
cyberspace and strengthen cyber-resilience. It precedes the launch of a new Global Centre for
Cybersecurity at the Davos summit from January 22-26, 2018.

“We need to recognise cybersecurity as a public good and move beyond the polarising rhetoric of
the current security debate. Only through collective action can we hope to meet the global
challenge of cybersecurity,” said Daniel Dobrygowski, Project Lead for Cyber Resilience at the
WEF.

It further said cyber threats are complex, dynamic and increasingly personal as technology
saturates economy and society and addressing these threats requires dialogue across industries
and competencies, and on subjects from the technical to the ethical.

“Currently, dialogue between leaders in the public and private sectors is often off-target and at
cross purposes.

Policy implementation also varies by national context: every country has its own unique
capabilities, vulnerabilities and priorities,” the WEF said.

“There is no simple, elegant policy solution or silver bullet here. The iterative progress and
feedback loop used in software development should be a model for improving policy,” said Walter
Bohmayr, Global Leader of Cybersecurity at BCG.

The report calls all stakeholders to move past absolute and rigid positions towards more nuanced
discussions aimed at solving key challenges.

“Cyber-resilience will continue to be a top-of-mind topic for decision-makers, and the Forum
intends to continue leading future efforts in this space through its new Global Centre for
Cybersecurity, which will be presented at the annual meeting in Davos,” the WEF said.

Receive the best of The Hindu delivered to your inbox everyday!

Please enter a valid email address.

Police arrests 50 people suspected of using “secret groups” on Facebook to deal in guns and
drugs.
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India can strike across the borders: Rajnath

“Prime Minister Narendra Modi consulted all of us on this serious issue, and the Indian Army
entered the Pakistani area and killed the militants,” the Home Minister said.

Meanwhile, concern is rising across the security establishment over the worsening situation along
the Indo-Pakistan border, where casualties from cross-border firing have now climbed beyond all
recent trends. “There seems to be no strategy at all. The situation is getting out of hand, ceasefire
is as good as over,” a former Intelligence agency chief said, as yet another soldier and a civilian
were killed along the border.

The Army said Signalman Chandan Kumar Rai was grievously injured in Mendhar sector along the
Line of Control on Saturday, and he succumbed to injuries on Sunday. It said the Pakistani Army
initiated “unprovoked and indiscriminate firing of mortars, small arms and automatics” on Saturday.

On Sunday, Pakistani troops resorted to heavy shelling along the International Border in Jammu.
Two brothers were injured when shells hit their house in Kanachak-Pragwal sector. One of them,
Gopal, later died,” a senior police official said

The Pakistan Foreign Office meanwhile summoned Indian deputy high commissioner J.P. Singh to
Islamabad and condemned the “unprovoked ceasefire violations” by Indian troops.

It said 18 Indian posts resorted to “unprovoked firing with mortars and heavy weapons”, resulting
in the death of two civilians on its side, and injury to a few others. “The repeated ceasefire
violations by India are a threat to regional peace and security and may lead to a strategic
miscalculation,” Pakistan warned.

Worsening situation

The situation along the border continued to be volatile for the fourth day on Sunday, with 11
people dead and at least 15 people, including two security personnel, injured in Pakistani firing in
January. In 2017, the region saw 12 deaths.

Over 20,000 people living in border villages have been shifted to safer localities.
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Delhi Declaration calls for joint fight against terror

Head start:President Ram Nath Kovind, First Lady Savita, Vice-President M. Venkaiah Naidu and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi with the ASEAN Heads of State and their spouses at Rashtrapati
Bhavan in New Delhi on Thursday.PTIPTI  

Counter-terrorism, identity security, military cooperation, and bilateral financial support were
discussed in official level talks with leaders from ASEAN countries held on the sidelines of the
ASEAN-India Commemorative Summit held to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the establishment
of sectoral dialogue between two sides.

The ASEAN-India Commemorative Summit also came out with a comprehensive statement
targeting terrorism and agreed to uphold freedom in the maritime domain.

A common topic at all the discussions that Prime Minister Modi participated was counter-terrorism.

Disrupting radicalism

Focusing on the presence of the Islamic State and other forms of radicalism in the region, a joint
statement, titled Delhi Declaration, issued after the plenary session, supported a common
approach to counter terrorism and sought a “comprehensive approach to combat terrorism through
close cooperation by disrupting and countering terrorists, terrorist groups and networks, including
by countering cross border movement of terrorists and foreign terrorist fighters and misuse of
Internet including social media by terror entities.”

Out of all the countries of ASEAN region, Philippines had the most serious threat from the Islamic
State in the last few years and the bilateral discussion focused on this aspect.

“President Duterte conveyed his deepest appreciation for the $500,000 assistance that was
provided by India to resettle victims of the Marawi siege,” said Preeti Saran, Secretary in Charge
of Eastern Affairs, highlighting the support that Philippines received from India to counter the
Islamic State (IS) terrorists who had taken over the city of Marawi in Philippines where a battle
was waged by the Philippines’ military forces.

Working with Manila

A Joint Working Group meeting is likely to be held between the two countries to finalise details of
counter-terror cooperation between Delhi and Manila. Mr. Modi also held a discussion with
Vietnamese Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc.

“Defence and maritime cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region was discussed which involves
manufacturing of offshore vessels which has been contracted to Larsen and Toubro,” said Ms.
Saran explaining that both sides are likely to operationalise $100 million line of credit for the same.

The official also said that direct flights would soon connect India with Vietnam.

The issue of security identity cards for the citizens, on the line of the Aadhaar card of India also
came up during the bilateral discussion with Philippines. “A team from Philippines was here last
week to study the Aadhar card of India, said Ms. Saran.

The security scenario in the Rakhine province was also discussed between Prime Minister Modi
and Aung San Suu Kyi, the State Counsellor of Myanmar. Both sides discussed the housing
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project that India would build to rehabilitate the Rohingya.
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Eight-hour shifts for the police is a move that was long overdue

For the first time in its 154-year history, the Mumbai police have switched to a compact eight-hour
duty schedule for certain ranks, police commissioner Datta Padsalgikar announced on
Wednesday. Launched as an experiment at the Deonar Police station in 2016, the plan will now be
extended to police stations across the city.

The police force in the country, often accused of inefficiency, rudeness and corruption, is
overworked and understaffed. According to data journalism site IndiaSpend, India has among the
lowest police-to-population ratios in the world. The country was short of more than half a million
police officers on January 1, 2015, the latest date for which nationwide data is available, the Lok
Sabha was told in July, 2016.

There were 17.2 million police officers across 36 states and Union Territories, when there should
have been 22.6 million, according to the estimates of the ministry of home affairs.

A 2015 study, ‘National Requirement of Manpower for Eight-Hour Shift in Police Stations,’ carried
out by the Bureau of Police Research and Development found that 90% of police officers worked
for more than eight hours a day, and 73% didn’t get a weekly off even once a month. “Long and
irregular work hours have negative impacts on efficient policing, since weary and overworked
personnel can’t be expected to put in their best ...,” said the study. In recent months, police
personnel in Mumbai faced a number of challenges owing to long duty hours including on-duty
deaths, mental and physical illnesses . At times they were stationed in the field for 48 hours at a
stretch, adding stress to their already fragile mental health.

In 2005, a committee under Soli Sorabjee set up by ministry of home affairs recommended a draft
Model Police Act that delineated the social responsibilities of the police governed by the principles
of impartiality and human rights norms, with special attention to the protection of weaker sections.

In 2006, the Supreme Court, responding to a PIL filed by former Uttar Pradesh director general of
police Prakash Singh, issued guidelines to the states which included a clear segregation of law
and order and crime functions of the police. More than a decade later, few of these reforms have
percolated to the ground level.

Last year, frustrated over the slow pace of police reforms, former Chief Justice JS Khehar had
complained: “Police reforms are going on and on. Nobody listens to our orders.” In light of this
bleak history, the Mumbai police’s initiative to restore a semblance of work-life balance to the lives
of its personnel should be appreciated – and wherever possible, replicated. That’s the least we
owe to the men and women who have no fixed days off and can be called to work at any hour of
the day or night.
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Doklam makes India’s defence reforms more difficult

Given the recent media reports about fresh transgressions by the Chinese troops on the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) since the Doklam crisis, it is now safe to say that the high-octane national
security rhetoric by the Narendra Modi government has done little to strengthen India’s military
stance on the disputed border. On the contrary, the Indian Army has skewed even more towards a
border policing force (from a border guarding one) on its watch. This has slowed down the army’s
modernization and blunted its combat capabilities. Worse, it has hampered defence reforms
necessary to make the Indian military suitable for modern wars.

According to official statistics, there were 415 transgressions in 2017, compared to 271 in the
previous year, with 216 of them leading to face-offs between the two troops. In 2016, there were
146 face-offs. What’s more, there are now 23 areas of major disputes on the LAC. In 1995, there
were two, which rose to 12 after the 1998 nuclear tests when India cited China as the main reason
for doing so. The surge from 12 to 23 has happened since the arrival of the Modi government in
May 2014, when, unlike previous governments, bilateral disagreements have been publicly played
out for domestic audiences.

Given this, two observations are noteworthy. One, Chinese transgressions have increased
commensurate with growing political disagreements, and disparity between the military power and
border management of the two sides. And two, China will not hesitate to conduct transgressions
and intrusions as part of negotiations to keep India imbalanced.

With these increased transgressions and areas of disagreements, the Indian Army has been
compelled to plug ingress gaps with more troops to stop Chinese forces from violating the LAC.
Offensive forces, like the newly raised 17 Mountain Corps, are being used for policing duties. The
latter duties are worse than guarding duties which do allow use of violence if needed. And soldiers
perched in high-altitude areas where survival itself is a challenge are bound to feel demoralized
facing the non-visible enemy.

Faced with this ground reality, the Indian Army will not be able to reduce its strength substantially
to become a lean and mean fighting force. The massive involvement of the army in anti-infiltration
and counterterror operations in Jammu and Kashmir, and now the need for heavy policing on the
3,488km-long LAC, will disallow reduction in the army’s strength of 1.3 million troops. Instead of
cutting the teeth (combat forces), tinkering with the tail (support arms), which is being done, will
not help.

This growing flab is now coming in the way of its modernization programme. According to a recent
report by the Parliament standing committee on defence, “the ratio of the revenue-to-capital outlay
is skewed as the budget for capital acquisitions for the services is declining in comparison to
revenue allocations, adversely affecting the modernization process of our forces.” Since the army
has been spending its capital allocation (for modernization and new acquisitions) to meet its
revenue obligations (salaries, allowances and perks of soldiers), it will continue to hold outdated
weapons, harming troops’ effectiveness. That is not all. Whatever little is left of the annual capital
allocation would be spent on importing varieties of ammunition and critical spare parts since the
indigenous defence industry has been found wanting. This explains why, despite having the
maximum allocation amongst the three defence services, the army is the least modernized in
comparison with the air force and the navy.

Moreover, since the army is heavily committed to its defensive responsibilities on the two borders
(the Line of Control against Pakistan is equally debilitating), it is unable to go back to its primary
task: training to fight modern wars. The latter requires an offensive orientation through total
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synergy between all domains of war: namely, land, air, sea, cyber, space, electronic and
information, in order to accomplish jointness in war-fighting. With the army employed in domain-
specific defence tasks, it has little time, orientation, weaponry and training to undertake jointness.

For example, while speaking at the army’s premier think-tank, the Centre for Land Warfare Studies
(CLAWS), the army chief, General Bipin Rawat, spoke about the primacy of the army in war, with
the other two services being in support of its operations. This is the anti-thesis of what modern
wars are about. With more war-fighting domains, precision and stand-off weapons, modern wars
will require minimal contact between opposing forces, which is the prerogative of armies.

Thus, all professional militaries undertake periodic reviews to decide required military reforms to
meet the challenges of modern wars. China started its military reforms in 2015 and plans to finish
them by 2035 in two phases. By 2020, it will have achieved jointness for territorial defence, and by
2035, it hopes to have jointness for out-of-area operations in support of China’s One Belt One
Road project.

In India, unfortunately, this is not so. The Integrated Defence Staff Headquarters, responsible for
military reforms, cannot do much until the army goes back to its basics, that is, war-fighting. With
increased Chinese transgressions, this doesn’t look possible any time soon. It is about time we
realized that rhetoric doesn’t change realities; only careful planning and action does.

Pravin Sawhney is editor, ‘FORCE’ news magazine.

Comments are welcome at theirview@livemint.com
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Armed forces set to be reduced in northeast

Mr. Singh is likely to meet the Chief Ministers of the northeastern States after the elections in
Nagaland, Tripura and Meghalaya. The three States will go to the polls in February.

“A decision has been taken that no more Central forces would be sent to the northeastern States.
The State governments will deploy the police for regular law and order and patrolling duties. There
is a plan to engage the State police in assisting the Border Security Force also,” the official said.

He said no insurgency-related incidents were reported in Tripura and Mizoram last year. No
security persons were killed in Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya and Mizoram.

A report presented at the meeting said the abductions were down by 36% in 2017, compared with
the previous year. An official said 168 incidents were reported in 2016, and the number fell to 102
in 2017.

As per Section 3 of the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, it can be invoked in places “where the
use of armed forces in aid of the civil power is necessary.”

Except Tripura and Manipur, the Centre was issuing such notifications for Assam, Nagaland,
Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya. Last year, the Home Ministry gave up its power and asked the
Assam government to take a decision on continuing the AFSPA in the State.
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2017 witnessed a 38% rise in social media URL blocking

A total of 1,329 social media URLs were blocked or removed on the recommendation of a
government committee to deal with “objectionable content” last year till November 2017.

This is an increase of nearly 38% from 964 social media URLs blocked or removed for the whole
of 2016.

URLs that were blocked or removed on account of court orders during the same period came
down from 100 in 2016 to 83 in January-November 2017, according to an internal note of the
Ministry of Electronics and IT. The action covered Twitter, Facebook and YouTube.

“While social media sites are a good medium to share and exchange information, some
miscreants are also using this platform to spread rumours and posting objectionable content
thereby causing disturbance in the society,” the note said.

Malicious purposes

Also, the widespread usage of social networking sites and lack of awareness among users about
the methods of cybercriminals, it added, is leading to a rise in the spread of malware such as
Trojans and bots, and the theft of sensitive personal information. “It has been observed that the
misuse of social networking sites for malicious purposes is on the rise. These websites are being
used by malicious people to harvest personal information of the targeted users or group of users,”
it added.

This information may be used to impersonate persons and conduct identity theft and phishing
attacks, the note adds.: “The mutual trust of the users is also used in enticing users to click on
links to malicious URLs and opening files containing malware.”

A senior official of the Ministry said that social media sites are required to disable or remove any
unlawful information as and when it is brought to their knowledge through a court order or by an
appropriate government agency.

There are provisions in the Information Technology (IT) Act 2000 and Indian Penal Code to deal
with “objectionable content” posted online.

Cyber law expert and advocate Pavan Duggal said, “Blocking is a sovereign power that is given to
the government by virtue of Section 69A of the Information Technology Act. So under certain
specified considerations, the power of blocking can be exercised… This power was inserted in the
IT Act by virtue of the Information Technology (Amendment) Act, 2008, which came into effect
from October 2009.”

‘Outdated paradigm’

He said this was increasingly being resorted to. “But my personal belief is that blocking as a
phenomenon is an outdated paradigm. In today’s context of the Internet and its architecture, it is
almost impossible to block any content.”

Various law enforcement agencies notify social media sites for removal of content or disabling of
content under Section 79(3)(b) of the IT Act 2000.

The data shows that in the last four years, the number of social media URLs blocked on the
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recommendation of the government committee under Section 69A of the IT Act were 10 in 2014,
587 in 2015, 964 in 2016 and 1,329 till November 2017.

Additionally, 432 URLs were blocked through court orders in 2014, 632 in 2015, 100 in 2016 and
83 till November 2017.

Till November 2017, a maximum of 588 URLs blocked were from Twitter, as compared to 196 in
2016 and 27 in 2015. A total of 530 URLs were blocked on Facebook till November 2017, as
against 363 in 2016, and 352 in 2015.

For YouTube, it was 123 URLs blocked till November 2017, 3 in 2016 and 125 in 2015.

Mr. Duggal pointed out that a number of these blocking events happen for political reasons. Often,
the process is very non-transparent about how a particular content violates the parameters.

“There is a lack of transparency in terms of having in place adequate parameters on what kind of
instances the power of blocking can be exercised because parameters like sovereignty and
integrity of India are vast. And a large number of things can be brought under it as per the
subjective interpretation of the concerned authority,” he said.

“Merely saying that blocking of a website or URL is in the interest of the sovereignty and integrity
of India, would not suffice. Clear illustration of how the same would impact the sovereignty and
integrity will be far more helpful,” he added.
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Satellite imagery shows build-up near Doklam

Point of friction:The closest point to Doklam on the Indian side of the border.SUVOJIT BAGCHI  

India and China are pursuing a “wide-ranging strategic build-up” in airbases close to the Doklam
Plateau, according to the latest analysis of satellite imagery acquired by Stratfor, an American
geopolitical intelligence company.

The analysis looked at four critical airbases, two each on both sides, to study the air and air-
defence aspects of the two countries.

“The imagery shows that the Chinese and Indian build-ups have only accelerated in the aftermath
of the Doklam crisis. Now it is only a question of time until a new flashpoint along the LAC
emerges, and as the increased activity shows, both sides will have greater capabilities to bring to
bear next time,” the report warns.

India and China had been engaged in an almost two-month standoff at Doklam in the summer of
2017. “Though the impasse was temporarily resolved in late August through a negotiated
drawdown, it has been clear all along that the LAC will remain a contentious border because both
countries will continue to seek an advantage in this difficult terrain,” Stratfor says.

Supremacy on air

The company looked at imageries from two Indian airbases — Siliguri Bagdogra air base and the
Hasimara Air Force Station. Both depict “how India has moved to reinforce its air power close to
the Doklam Plateau,” it says. “Siliguri Bagdogra normally hosts a transport helicopter unit, while
Hasimara was the base for the MiG-27ML ground attack aircraft until they were retired at the end
of 2017. Since the Doklam crisis of mid-2017, however, the Indian Air Force has greatly increased
the deployment of Su-30MKI warplanes to these air bases as can be seen from the imagery,” the
analysis pointed out. “An even greater level of activity is visible from imagery of the Chinese
airbases near Lhasa and Shigatse,” the report says. “This expansion may indicate a greater build-
up by the Chinese, but it could also reflect the more advanced facilities at these bases.
Furthermore, unlike India, China’s lack of airbases close to the LAC forces it to concentrate more
of its air power at these airports,” the report says.

Increased deployment

Imagery of the two airbases shows a significant presence of fighter aircraft, which peaked in
October, and a notable increase in helicopters and deployments of the KJ-500 airborne early
warning and command aircraft, components of the HQ-9 long-range surface-to-air missile system
and the Soar Dragon UAVs at Shigatse Peace Airport.

“The Chinese made a number of major airfield upgrades at Shigatse immediately after the end of
the crisis. A new runway was constructed by mid-December, nine aircraft aprons measuring 41
metres by 70 metres were built along the main taxiway and eight helipads were set up in the
northeast corner of the airfield,” the report says. “This construction, along with the deployment of
new equipment in greater numbers, highlights how China has undertaken a serious effort to
improve capabilities close to the LAC,” it says.
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The lowdown on Doklam

Several reports in recent days have spoken about the Chinese side beefing up its military
presence in the disputed Doklam area, where Indian and Chinese troops were engaged in a two-
month stand-off in the summer of 2017. Recent satellite images and intelligence reports show the
Chinese have erected several permanent military posts, a few helipads and new trenches not very
far from where the two Armies faced off. About 1,800 Chinese troops are stationed, even in deep
winter, in the Doklam area, according to other reports. India has also strengthened its presence in
the region.

Doklam, or Donglang in Chinese, is an area spread over less than a 100 sq km comprising a
plateau and a valley at the trijunction between India, Bhutan and China. It is surrounded by the
Chumbi Valley of Tibet, Bhutan’s Ha Valley and Sikkim.

Despite several rounds of engagement between China and Bhutan, the dispute between the two
over Doklam has not been resolved. It flared up in 2017 when the Chinese were trying to construct
a road in the area, and Indian troops, in aid of their Bhutanese counterparts, objected to it,
resulting in the stand-off. Doklam is strategically located close to the Siliguri Corridor, which
connects mainland India with its north-eastern region. The corridor, also called Chicken’s Neck, is
a vulnerable point for India.

While India-Tibet trade flourished along the Siliguri corridor and Chumbi Valley, Doklam had very
little significance. Even during British rule, Doklam did not command much attention. In recent
years however, China has been beefing up its military presence in the Chumbi Valley, where the
Chinese are at a great disadvantage militarily. Both Indian and Bhutanese troops are on a higher
ground around the Valley.

This is also the reason, the Indian security establishment suspect, why the Chinese have a deep
interest in Doklam, which would give them a commanding view of and an easy access to both the
Chumbi Valley and the Siliguri Corridor. The desolate Doklam region grabbed global attention after
the stand-off. According to Indian claims, it began on June 16, 2017, when Chinese troops came
to the area with equipment to extend a road southward in Doklam, towards the Bhutanese Army
camp near the Jampheri Ridge, which according to both Bhutan and India are an integral part of
Bhutanese territory. China says the ridge is the border. Two days later, a few hundred Indian
troops entered Doklam, at the request of Bhutan, and stopped the construction.

The Bhutanese government told China that “the construction of the road inside Bhutanese territory
is a direct violation of the agreements and affects the process of demarcating the boundary
between our two countries.” On June 30, the Ministry of External Affairs said: “Such construction
would represent a significant change of status quo with serious security implications for India.”

The Chinese government released a map to accuse India of trespassing into its territory, and in a
detailed statement in the first week of August, it said “India has no right to interfere in or impede
the boundary talks between China and Bhutan.”

India and China have one of the world’s longest disputed borders and areas — which include
37,000 sq km of uninhabited Aksai Chin and Arunachal Pradesh with 1.4 million residents and
over 84,000 sq km.

Despite several rounds of negotiations between Special Representatives, the dispute is nowhere
near a solution.
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Meanwhile, their Armies have been modernising at a frenetic pace. The two sides are also
carrying out one of history’s biggest conventional military build-ups along their borders. Doklam
adds yet another flashpoint along the disputed borders of the two Asian giants.

Josy Joseph
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All borders to be fenced, says Rijiju

Kiren Rijiju  

By the end of 2018 or early 2019, smart fencing will be deployed all along the Indo-Bangladesh
and Indo-Pakistan border to prevent infiltration and illegal migration, Union Minister of State for
Home Kiren Rijiju said on Sunday.

“Smart border fencing technology has been introduced in some pockets in the Bangladesh and
Pakistan border. The Border Security Force (BSF) has been given the mandate, and they have
tested the technology and found it to be effective,” he told mediapersons on the sidelines of the
passing-out parade of the second all-woman batch of Central Industrial Security Force (CISF)
constables at the Regional Training Centre in Arakkonam.

The Minister said the country had “so many borders”. “We have the coastal boundaries of
peninsular India, which are around 7,500 kilometres long. We have the border with Pakistan on
the western front where there are maximum cases of infiltration of extremist elements, especially
in the Line of Control area. We have increased our vigilance,” he said.

With China, there were no issues related to infiltration, and only boundary issues are present, he
said. Mr. Rijiju said the border was porous in Myanmar. “There is a visa-free regime along the
Indo-Myanmar border due to a treaty,” he said.

He said the Home Ministry had decided to hand over charge of security at all airports in the
country to the CISF. VIP security, too, would be given to the force, he added.

Mr. Rijiju said a new division had been formed in the Home Ministry for counter-insurgency
cybersecurity, adding, “We want to devote more resources on the issue of cyber security.”
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A long way to go

It is significant that the Delhi Declaration of India and 10 ASEAN countries last week mentioned,
for the first time, “cross-border movement of terrorists” and made a commitment to counter the
challenge through “close cooperation”. In an endorsement of the longstanding Indian view, these
leaders not only agreed on a comprehensive approach to counter “foreign terrorist fighters”, but
also supported efforts to target terror groups and sanctuaries.

While stressing that “there can be no justification for acts of terror on any grounds whatsoever,”
the Delhi Declaration on the 25th anniversary of the ASEAN-India partnership also said that they
would “deepen cooperation in combating terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, violent
extremism and radicalisation through information sharing, law enforcement cooperation and
capacity building under the existing ASEAN-led mechanisms”.

When the same group of countries had met five years ago there was no mention of terrorism. The
clear mention of cross-border movement of terrorists and foreign terrorist fighters is a marked
change, then, from the 2012 statement, which only had a commitment to foster greater security
cooperation.

For the past many decades, India has been a victim of cross-border terrorism emanating from
Pakistan, particularly in Jammu and Kashmir. Its efforts to garner international support to
diplomatically isolate Pakistan have borne fruit in recent years, particularly with the recent
statements issued by the Trump administration.

But other countries, whose support is critical, have not been as forthcoming in targeting Pakistan,
allowing Islamabad to get away with patronising — or at least turning a blind eye towards — India-
centric terror groups and leaders. This joint statement with ASEAN leaders could embolden New
Delhi’s efforts to list Jaish-e-Mohammad chief Maulana Masood Azhar as a global terrorist, and
pressure Pakistan to take action against Mumbai terror attack mastermind and Jamaat-ud-Dawa
founder Hafiz Saeed.

Notwithstanding the support from ASEAN countries, India is aware that Pakistan’s impunity flows
mainly from its close alliance with China. Beijing has constantly blocked all efforts by India to press
Pakistan at the UN under various UNSC resolutions on terrorism, and New Delhi has been unable
to find a way around it.

The ASEAN countries have a varied and complicated relationship with China, and are sensitive to
Chinese concerns. This is visible in the absence of any mention of Indo-Pacific or China’s Belt and
Road Initiative from the joint statement. It used to be said that Pakistan is able to unleash terrorism
against India because of the support it could garner from the US, Saudi Arabia and China. While
the US clearly stands in New Delhi’s favour, Saudi Arabia also seems to be sympathetic to Indian
concerns. It is on getting China around that India will have to work, if it wants to see concrete
action against Pakistan. The ASEAN statement is a good beginning but there is a long way still to
go.
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